THE 1907 INTERVIEW WITH JOHN HARVEY KELLOGG 



by Tim Poirier 



In view of the fact that several questions regarding the integrity of 
Ellen White have re-surfaced from the circulation of an interview conducted 
with Dr. Kellogg in 1907, this paper will review the evidence on two 
specific items—the testimony condemning Dr. Kellogg for erecting structures 
in Chicago, and the testimonies relating to the rebuilding of the Battle 
Creek Sanitarium. The copy of the interview here cited is that found in the 
White Estate Document File, #45K, entitled, "An Authentic Interview Between 
Elder G.W. Amadon, Elder A.C. Bourdeau and Dr. John Harvey Kellogg in Battle 
Creek, Michigan, on October 7th, 1907 . M The reader is also referred to 
chapter 7 of volume 6 of Arthur L. White's biography of Ellen White, The 
Later Elmshaven Years, for a fuller discussion of the issue. 



The Chicago Buildings 



Dr. Kellogg introduces the matter of the Chicago buildings on page 42 
of the interview; it continues through page 46. In a condensed form, this 
is his recollection of the events: 

While in Australia, Ellen White wrote: "You have taken money to erect 
buildings to harbor the unworthy poor." She did not say "Chicago" in 
her first testimony. 

Dr. Kellogg responded: "We have erected no buildings, taken no money; 
you have been misinformed." 

Ellen White wrote, a second time, about three months after the first 
letter, using harder language and denouncing Kellogg for putting up the 
buildings, misappropriating the Lord's money, robbing the treasury of 
the Lord, defrauding the Lord's people, and stating that he should have 
sent the money to Australia instead. She said: "I have not been 
misinformed. ... Two or three days ago I saw an article, my attention 
was called to a paper giving an article telling about the work you are 
doing in Chicago," She copied from a paper called, The New York 
Christian Advocate , written four years earlier, to prove that she was 
not mistaken. But according to W.C. White and M.G. Kellogg, she had 
read this article even before sending the first testimony. This proves 
that it was the article and not the Lord that inspired the testimony. 
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Ellen White, upon her return to America, denied having seen Kellogg 
taking any money from the Sanitarium, and had not recollection of 
having written to him about it. 

Ellen White later wrote, after the controversy concerning The Living 
Temple : "I saw a building in Chicago. I thought it had been erected. 
I afterwards found out it had not been erected. Dr. Kellogg was very 
much surprised because I wrote him as though it had been erected when 
it had not been erected." "My warning reached them just it time to 
prevent them from erecting a building which they had planned." 

Dr. Kellogg gives no dates for the correspondence between himself and 
Mrs. White, yet, if his memory is to be trusted, there is enough internal 
evidence to combine with letters in our possession to reconstruct the 
events. 

Ellen White's second letter to Kellogg is the one that can be most 
definitely identified, for Kellogg gives a fuller description of its 
content. That letter is dated February 27, 1900 (Letter 33, 1900), and 
speaks of "the large work established by you in Chicago," the "whole 
vineyard of the Lord" being "robbed," and the "misappropriation of means." 
Most importantly, it refers to an article found in the New York Observer : 

Three mornings ago I laid my hand upon several papers, exchanges from 
America, sent me about two years since. In the "New York Observer" of 
August 6, 1896, I saw your name, and the heading, "Dr. Kellogg 's Work, 
The Workingham's [sic] Home, and Medical Missionary Work in Chicago." 
[See copy with this paper.] There followed an account of the work then 
going forward, and the large amount of means required to sustain it. 
Since that time the work has greatly extended, and of course a much 
larger amount is required for its support. As I read the article, and 
thought of these things, I could understand the light given me by the 
Lord as to what the principles of truth and righteousness would lead 
the Sanitarium supporters and workers to do; that they should make it 
their first business to aid the work in this country [Australia], where 
the Lord had sent experienced workers to carry forward His work. 
(Letter 33, 1900, p. 4.) 

The date of the letter corresponds with Kellogg' s recollection that it 
referred to an article written four years earlier, although his memory of 
the paper's name was incorrect. Ellen White begins her letter with a 
reference to Kellogg's last letter written to her, written from Mexico. She 
also refers to his complaint that "somebody has set things before you in a 
wrong light" (ibid. p. 2). Presumably, this was his response to Mrs. 
White's first testimony concerning the erection of buildings "to harbor the 
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unworthy poor." Kellogg dates the second letter about three months after 
the first (being the time it took for her letter to reach AmeHca, and his 
response to reach Australia). We should thus expect that the first 
testimony was sent around November of 1899. Neither Kellogg' s letter from 
Mexico, nor any letter from Ellen White written prior to February 27, 1900 
relating to the issue are in the possession of the White Estate. 

However, in one of Ellen White's journals, we find her writing about 
Dr. Kellogg and his work in Chicago. There is no evidence that this matter 
was ever copied or sent out, and the date is uncertain. It was written 
after March, 1898, most probably in the year 1899, although a date of early 
1900 cannot be ruled out. Early in the entry she speaks of erecting large 
buildings as memorials, and begins to speak of the structure erected in 
Chicago, but strikes out the line (Diary 29, p. 10). Several pages later, 
she again speaks of the article describing his work: 

That article in New York Observer explains why the Sanitarium is in 
debt as you have stated to me. (Ine hundred thousand dollars was 
donated to the work of your creation in Chicago and such a work that 
paper states you were to create in cities everywhere. Could you not be 
sensible and sit down and count the cost of this work? (Diary 29, p. 
17). 

Can Kellogg 1 s claim that it was the article which inspired her 
testimony be substantiated? If this journal entry can be dated to 1898 or 
1899, it would indicate that Mrs. White had indeed read the article before 
her mention of it in the testimony of February 27, 1900. The fact that she 
states in that testimony that the paper had been sent to her "about two 
years since" suggests at least the possibility of her having read it as 
early as 1898. Dr. Kellogg claimed that W.C. White acknowledged that Mrs. 
White had the article in her hands "before she ever wrote the first 
testimony" (p. 45). Yet, in his recollection of the conversation he had 
with Willie about the matter he quotes Willie as saying, "After awhile, 
after mother had been writing, she brought me a paper which told about what 
great things you were doing there in Chicago and putting up great buildings, 
using great sums of money, etc." (p. 44). Kellogg confuses the writing with 
the sending out of the testimony. W.C. White is clearly quoted as saying 
that the paper was brought forward after Mrs. White had already written out 
material on the issue. Her sending out of the testimony after reading the 
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article does not demonstrate that she first wrote it after reading the 
article. 

But whether Mrs. White read the article before or after she wrote out 
her testimony, it is quite a different thing to claim that the article was 
the sole source of her information. W.C. White explained the circumstances 
to a questioner in 1906: 

For many months previous to the finding of this article, Mother had 
been writing cautions and reproofs regarding the Medical Missionary 
work, including the special work in Chicago. But her communications 
did not seem to be understood. 

When the vision was given Mother which was finally written out in 
the letter of February 27, she was greatly depressed, and seemed 
especially burdened because the facts as presented to her were not 
recognized by those to whom she wrote. When she found the Sherin 
article in the "Observer" she said to me "Here is the evidence that 
they have been planning great things. I will call their attention to 
this article. " 

It often occurs that when Mother has written out or related what the 
Lord has revealed to her, that she also refers to some circumstantial 
incident, that she thinks will help the individual to understand the 
message given. But the finding of that article had no important 
influence on what Mother was writing. (W.C. White to C.E. Stewart, 
April 10, 1906.) ^ 

Dr. Kellogg based his claim concerning the source of Mrs. White's 
information on the fact that no such buildings existed in Chicago. His 
statement that Ellen White denied ever writing him about taking money from 
the sanitarium stands or falls on his word alone, as there is no written 
communication to substantiate it. The last letter Kellogg quotes on this 
issue in his interview is one sent to him after the controversy concerning 
his book The Living Temple . The letter referred to is that written October 
28, 1903 (Letter 239). Ellen White wrote: 

In the vision of the night a view of a large building was presented 
to me. I thought that it had been erected, and wrote you immediately 
in regard to the matter. I learned afterward that the building which I 
saw had not been put up. 

When you received my letter, you were perplexed, and you said, 
"Someone has misinformed Sister White regarding our work." But no 
mortal man had ever written to me or told me that this building had 
been put up. It was presented to me in vision. If this view had not 
been given me, and if I had not written to you about the matter, an 
effort would have been made to erect such a building in Chicago, a 
place in which the Lord has said that we are not to put up large 
buildings. At the time when the vision was given, influences were 
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working for the erection of such a building. The message was received 
in time to prevent the development of the plans and the carrying out of 
the project. (Letter 239, 1903. p. 2.) 

Mrs. White, in June, 1902, had learned in conversation with Judge 
Arthur the circumstances of the "Chicago building." He explained how plans 
were made to build a medical college building in Chicago back in mid-1899. 
In a ietter to W.C. White dated August 27, 1902, Judge Arthur gave the 
details of the events that transpired (see Jessie Arthur to W.C. White, 
August 27, 1902, DF#481). Dr. Kellogg was in Europe at the time of the 
negotiations, but upon his return, he discouraged the project. 

W.C. White anticipated the natural question as to why Dr. Kellogg was 
reproved for a work being done by his associates while he was in Europe. In 
a letter to Dr. Stewart, he writes, "Mother says, in answer to this, that it 
is Dr. Kellogg 1 s plans which have shaped the medical missionary work in 
Chicago, and that as matters are presented to her, 'Whatsoever is done, he 
is the doer of it. 1 " (W.C. White to C.E. Stewart, April 10, 1906.) 

The Rebuilding of Battle Creek Sanitarium 

It was on February 18, 1902 that the fire occurred destroying the main 
building of the Battle Creek Sanitarium. In his interview, Dr. Kellogg 
maintains that he had no intimation that it was not God's will to rebuild 
the Sanitarium in Battle Creek. He claims that a document dated two days 
after the fire (February 20, 1902) stating that they ought not to rebuild 
was never seen by himself until it was published in December, 1905. The 
earliest clue that Mrs. White disapproved of the plans was not received 
until the building had already reached the fourth floor. Dr. Kellogg then 
asked her what they should do, and she replied, "Finish it up as cheap as 
you can and make the expenses as little as you can." Dr. Kellogg also 
maintained that a paragraph in that testimony of February 20, 1902 relating 
to building up a mammoth institution was an "interpolation" not in the 
original document, but put in later to prove that he should have known not 
to rebuild the sanitarium/ (pp. 14-16, 75-77) 

Three questions arising from Dr. Kellogg's statements will be 
considered. First, Was the document dated two days after the fire actually 
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never sent until the end of 1905? Second, Was there a tampering with the 
testimony so as to make it appear the Kellogg had acted against divine 
counsel? Third, Did Dr. Kellogg proceed with his rebuilding plans without 
any indication that it was not God's will to do so? 

The document cited by Dr. Kellogg, dated February 20, 1902, is 
designated Manuscript 76, 1903, and printed in Special Testimonies , Series 
B, No. 6, pp. 5-10, with the title, "The Burning of the Sanitarium. " 
According to the records of Mrs. White's secretaries, the testimony was 
indeed not sent out until December of 1905. In response to this question, 
Sara McEnterfer, Mrs. White's personal nurse and assistant, wrote in 1906: 

This article dated Feb. 20, 1902, two days after the fire, I find by 
referring to our record, was not copied from Sister White's manuscripts 
until August 1903. In August 1903, it was placed in the hands of her 
workers, and copied on the typewriter August 2, 1903. But so far as 
our records show, it was never sent out to anyone until it was sent to 
the printers for publication in December 1905. (Sara McEnterfer to 
Bertha L. Gibson, March 1, 1906.) 

Thus, Dr. Kellogg is correct in his claim that this particular document was 
not seen by him until published in 1905. 

As to his second accusation—that the paragraph discouraging the 
building up of a mammoth institution was a later interpolation designed to 
cast him in a false light— we are fortunate to have the very journal in 
which Ellen White first wrote out this matter. The paragraph in question is 
doubtless the first one under t,he heading, "A Solemn Caution," on page 9 of 
the published copy in Series B. In Diary 39, pages 65-81, we have the 
handwritten matter under date of February 20, 1902 from which the published 
article was drawn. While the literary assistants rearranged much of the 
matter, every paragraph found in the published copy can be found in the 
original entry. The particular paragraph in question is found on page 79. 
Dr. Kellogg's emphatic charges on this matter can be positively refuted. 

In this connection, an interesting sidelight is cast on his third 
accusation—that those involved with the rebuilding of the Sanitarium had no 
light expressing God's disapproval of the plans. Dr. Kellogg, to support 
his second charge, states that Dr. Paulson was in Mrs. White's office on the 
very day when that article was written, and he talked with her about it. 
(p. 76) If this was the case, it seems likely that Dr. Paulson, one of 
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Kellogg's closest associates, would have had to have been cognizant of these 
statements, even though the article was not copied and sent out until a much 
later time. 

Aside from this, however, was there any clear testimony from Ellen 
White giving discouragement to the rebuilding plans before the institution 
was already erected? To help in reconstructing the events of that period, a 
brief chronology is here presented, including the dates when letters from 
Ellen White concerning the issue were written and sent out, 

February 18, 1902 - Sanitarium fire 

March 24, 1902 - GC officers meet to discuss rebuilding 

(RH, 4-8-02) 

30, 1902 - Letter 125 to JHK, sent Aug. 10 
7, 1902 - Letter 71 to P.T. Magan, sent May 9 
11, 1902 - Cornerstone laid by JHK 
c.12, 1902 - JHK leaves for Europe (RH, 5-06-02) 

6, 1902 - Letter 128 to GCC and MMB, sent Aug. 4 

7, 1902 - Letter 110 to Paulson, sent July 22 
15, 1902 - Sanitarium walls beginning to rise 

(RH, 7-15-02) 

Aug 26, 1902 - JHK returned last week from Europe 

(RH, 8-26-02) 

May 30, 1903 - Dedication of the Sanitarium 

From this chronology it can be seen that by the time that the walls 
were beginning to rise, Ellen White had sent only one letter that we have 
record of (Letter 71, 1902) expressing concern over the Sanitarium. Her 
letters to Dr. Kellogg were held until August, presumably because of his 
three-month trip to Europe, which absented him from the early stages of the 
rebuilding. From this evidence, Dr. Kellogg 1 s claims would appear to be 
somewhat justified. 

Behind these events, however, is the question as to whether Dr. Kellogg 
should have known from testimonies previously sent (before the fire) that it 
was not God's design to so build-up one institution. The fact is, that this 
had been the consistent testimony of Ellen White for many years. In the 
same letter quoted above, written by Sara McEnterfer, she points to a 
collection of testimonies first distributed in 1894, 1895 and 1898, and now 
brought together in Testimonies Vol. 8, pp. 48-80. In particular, she 
refers to the statement found on page 59, penned in 1895: 



Apri 1 

May 

May 

May 

July 

July 

July 



The work is too much centralized. The interests in Battle Creek are 
overgrown, and this means that other portions of the field are robbed 
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of facilities which they should have had. The larger and still larger 
preparations, in the erection and enlargement of buildings, which have 
called together and held so large a number in Battle Creek, are not in 
accordance with God's plan, but in direct contravention of His plan. 

With this and similar statements, repeatedly given in the years 
preceding the Battle Creek Sanitarium fire, it seems that Dr. Kellogg and 
those connected with him had ample testimony expressing the will of God on 
this matter. 
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